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KEMORANDU FORs  Depuly Director, CIA
FROM 't Genorsl Cowwsel ‘
SUBJECT =~ 3 Control of 0SS Records
ik : ‘ BT TR S

. 1s  Executive Order of £0 Septenber 194 transferred personmnel,
property, records and funds of 03S to the Dypartment of War, and
functions of the Director and of the Joint Chicfy Falating to the
Directorte functions wers treusferred o the Secrotary of Wars Un
27 Septembar 1915, Secrctary Patterson created the Blrategic Services
Undt, sppointed a Ddrector and suthoriged hinm to pressyve the func-
tiong and fecilities needed for perwarent percetime purposes under
the Assistant Secretery of Viar, The Assistent Secretary on 26 Sep-
teambed 1945 made 5SU slmost sutonomous stating that the Director
would keep the Agaistant Scoretary and the Deputy Chief of Staff
adviged of plans and activiides. Only major questions of policy

 wera required to be referrad to the Assistent Scoreteryts of fice.

2. CIQ was crested by Ixeculdve Directive on 22 January 1946.
On 29. January 19U6 the Secretary of war issued two directives -~ one
to the Aasistant Secretary stating that he wanted 55U liquidated by
30 Jwns 1946 and meamhile %o support CIO and prepare %o turn its
focllities over to {10. Reocords required by the Dircctor of Caentrel
Intelligence ware to be traxaferrad to the Offics of the Sesrwdary
of Wer and Yplaged wnder the sperational gontrcl of the
Cantral Indelid R N

3. On'3 April 19L5 the Acting S5e r of War directed the
liquidation of 53U by 30 June 1PLT and orderad that it be ocarrled
out sccording to imstructions of the IXI. . During the liquidation
pmg, ;5{; wag to make avallable to the DI any fecilitdes he

o
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~ he On 28 May 1918 the lssiatant Seereiary of War directsd 53U
to bring its practices into sonformity of those of the Wer
went 8a far as possible "wpile still maintsining the autoromy 4n
your own aumindstration,® Those administrative practicea not con-
;i:twtg v&gh War Department rgal&tiotm would be omrried ocut a3 the
ector o dasned urnder the L]

SSU, mbjmtcczsgly to reviwme%y the uahwmﬁag%mm“e?ﬁag’r%’
wag liquideted ap an operating entity efiective 19 Cotober 19L6.
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on 1 Novesber 1946 the DCI asked that the renaindng property,
supplies end equipment of SSU be transferred to CIG. SOU sgreed
on 2 Noverber 1915, and it will be noted that records arc nob
inoluded wpecificully in the transier.

§. On 16 April 1947 Colonel Galloway, Assistant Director,
£10, wan designated Director, g°u, to corplete liquidation there-
of, On 5 November 1945 NI [:ccutive Cfficer, 00, 25X1A9a
‘was designated by the Wer Department as Dlrector, &U, pending
fina) 1iquidation.

6. On 25 October 1950 Asaistent Secrstary Johnson of the
Arzy sddresged & memorandun to the ICI stating that the sssignuent
of additional dutice relating to SSU matters to marbers of CIA
will i the future be a matier of intemal concern to CIA &nd will
not require the approvel of the Department of the Armys This was
angwered on 1 Novasber 1950 acoepting the transfer of the remaln-
ing 85U functions to CIA and stating that the dubles involved ave

. purely & matter of snswering correspondercs and gupplying infor-
nmation, from resords available to 83U, primarily on matisrs related
to 053, Also on 1 Novesber the Assistant Director, 50, was charged
with responsibility for ths resxining funstions of 550.

7. In view of the foregolng, it is ouy opindon that thers
hag been no trsnofer of title, in legal combspt, of the 085S records
. from the Department of Army to CYA but that full operutional con-
~tral; dncluding releape of information, has been granted to CIA
|- Y4 ’t;m naparteent of the Axwy. As & proctical matier, we bellove
the records could be suthentiosted &s 53U recorda by either CI4
or ths Arny depending o what is desired in any onc case. In the
past, relsases or clesrances through the Army heve been handled by
the Army public relations olficas. ‘
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